sending a second portion of the annotation from the tier III server to a tier II server; 
storing the second portion of the annotation on the tier II server; 
sending association information from the tier II server to a tier I server; and 
storing the association information on the tier I, wherein the tier I server is separate and 
distinct from the tier II server. . — - 




22. (Amended) v A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a "client-to- 
tier III server 1 ' data structureVor scalable annotations, comprising: 

a first field containing uata representing a context document identifier; 

a second field containing data representing a body of the annotation; 

a third field containing data representing generic properties of the annotation; 

a fourth field containing da\a representing type specific properties of the annotation; 

a fifth field containing data\representing a URL for a tier III server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation; 

a sixth field containing data representing a URL for a tier II server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation; and 

a seventh field containing data representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotation, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
URL for the tier II server. 

23. (Amended) A computer-readabl& medium having stored thereon a "tier III server- 
to-tier II server" data structure for scalable annotations, comprising: 

a first field containing data representing a context document identifier; 
a second field containing data representing generic properties of the annotation; 
a third field containing data representing a UI\L for a tier III server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation; 



LAW OFFICES OF 
CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR JOHNSON KINDNESS' 
1420 Fifth Avenue 
Suite 2800 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

-Page 3 of 23- 206.682.8100 

MSFTV17229AM.DOC 



a fourth field containing data representing an identifier for the portion of the post of the 
annotation stored on the tier III server; 

a fifth field containing data representing a URL for a tier II server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation; and 

a sixth field containing data representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotation, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
URL for the tier II server. \ 

24. (Amended) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a "tier II server- 
to-tier I" server data structure for scalable annotations, comprising: 

a first field containing data representing a context document identifier; 

a second field containing data representing an indexing identifier of the annotation; 

a third field containing \data representing a URL for a tier II server for indexing the 
annotation; and \ 

a fourth field containing tiata representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotajtion, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
URL for the tier II server. I 

25. (Amended) A scakble computerized method for managing annotations, the 
method comprising: \ 

storing within a tier I server a plurality of associations with references to a tier II server 
for each association; 1 

storing within a tier II server an indexing identifier for each one of the annotations and 
storing within the tier II server a reference to a tier III server for each one of the annotations; 

storing within a tier III server content for each one of the annotations; 

receiving by the tier I server from a client a context document identifier; and 

LAW OFFICES OF 
CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR JOHNSON KINDNESS PLLC 
1420 Fifth Avenue 
Suite 2800 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

-Page 4 of 23- 206.682.8i00 

MS FT\ 1 7229 AM . DOC 




providing a /first response to the client from the tier I server, wherein the first response 
comprises one or more associations for the context document identifier and the reference to the 
tier II server for each one of the associations, and wherein the tier I server is separate and distinct 
from the tier II server. 
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